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  ABSTRACT
	

The classification of  Thai neem (Azadirachta  indica  A.Juss. var. siamensis valeton)  and Indian neem (A. indica  A. Juss. Var. indica) from  24 provenances in 9 countries at the international provenance trials unit in Kanchanaburi province, Thailand was carried out by using chloroplast DNA sequencing at  maturase K gene.  The obtained 930  bp chloroplast DNA matK sequences showed that there were 10 specific variable nucleotide sites to Thai neem and Indian neem.  Based on phylogenetic analysis, it is  revealed that  Thai neem  (A. indica  var. siamensis) provenances from Laos and Thailand were genetically distinct from Indian neem (A. indica  var. indica) provenances. This  result is in accordance with previous studies on genetic variation in Thai and Indian neem using microsattelite markers and isoenzyme gene markers. Therefore, the nomenclature of  Thai neem  as a unique species, Azadirachta siamensis, is here proposed and discussed.
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